A Century of “Auntie”: 100 Years of the BBC

At our latest meeting, we were treated to a wonderful talk by
Dave Andrew, celebrating 100 years of the BBC —

affectionately known as “Auntie.” His presentation was a 100 YEARS
warm and nostalgic journey through the history of Britain’s 1 OF UNTIE“
best-known broadcaster, packed with fascinating stories, - o 1

famous moments, and a few laughs along the way.

Dave began by sharing three “fateful days” that changed his
life — a wrong turn into the wrong classroom that sparked his love of history, a lucky draw that
brought him to Leicester, and a surprise opportunity that launched his BBC broadcasting career. From
teaching in local schools to presenting at BBC Radio Leicester and later becoming Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of Leicestershire, his story gave a personal touch to the BBC’s own journey.

He took us back to the early days of radio — from Marconi’s experiments and John Reith’s strict
leadership to the launch of Radio Times and those famous “pips.” We heard how the BBC reported
through the General Strike, boosted morale in World War Il, and went on to shape post-war Britain
through beloved programmes like Woman’s Hour, Top of the Pops, Doctor Who, and EastEnders.

There were plenty of great anecdotes — from April Fool’s Day pranks like the “spaghetti harvest” to
how the first televised coronation in 1953 caused a boom in TV ownership. Dave also looked at how
technology has transformed the way we watch and listen, from colour TV and video recorders to
digital channels and online streaming.

He ended by reflecting on what the BBC still stands for today — to “educate, inform and entertain”
— and why it continues to hold such a special place in British life. The audience clearly enJoyed the
talk, which combined history, humour, and heartfelt pride in an
institution that’s been part of our lives for a century.

Our thanks to Dave Andrew for a fascinating and entertaining
evening!




