
Meeting Report: “Flying Foxhunters – Airborne Aristocrats from around Burrough on the Hill in the 

Golden Age of Aviation” 

he society’s most recent meeting featured an engaging talk titled 

“Flying Foxhunters – Airborne Aristocrats from around Burrough 

on the Hill in the Golden Age of Aviation.” The presentation 

explored how aviation shaped the lives of three prominent local 

families — the Furness, Lowenstein, and Peake families — during 

the first half of the 20th century. 

The speaker, a former RAF and commercial pilot, combined 

aviation history with stories of local heritage and the personalities 

who helped make the Burrough on the Hill area a surprising 

centre of early flying activity. The talk covered private airstrips, 

pioneering pilots, and how flying became a symbol of wealth, 

freedom, and social status. 

The Furness Family and Burrough Court Airstrip 

Marmaduke Furness, a wealthy shipping magnate, built a private airstrip and hangar at Burrough 

Court. He owned several aircraft, including a de Havilland Puss Moth and a Lockheed Electra. 

The estate became well known in high society, hosting royal visits — including a landing by the Prince 

of Wales — and was also the location where Wallis Simpson was first introduced to Edward VIII. 

Furness employed Tom Campbell Black as his personal pilot. Black later became famous for winning 

the 1934 MacRobertson Air Race from England to Australia. When the Second World War began, 

several of the Furness aircraft were taken into military service. 

The Lowenstein Family and Thorpe Satchville 

Another family with close ties to aviation was the Lowensteins. Alfred Lowenstein, once the world’s 

richest man, used aircraft for both business and pleasure. He established a landing ground at Croxton 

Park Racecourse. 

His life ended in mystery in 1928 when he fell from his aircraft over the English Channel — a story 

that remains unsolved. 

His son, Robert (known as “Bobby”), inherited his father’s love of flying. During the Second World 

War, Bobby joined the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA), ferrying Spitfires and Hurricanes across the 

country. He even donated a Spitfire, nicknamed “Bob,” to the war effort. Sadly, Bobby was killed in a 

flying accident in 1941, and his remains were later returned to Belgium. 

The Peake Family and Middle Eastern Aviation 

The Peake family also played an important part in aviation history. Air Commodore Sir Harold Peake 

and his relative Frederick “Peake Pasha” Peake were both well known for their military service and 

flying achievements. 



Frederick Peake founded and led the Arab Legion in Transjordan (now Jordan), where aircraft were 

used for transport and patrols. He was himself a skilled pilot, logging more than 1,000 flying hours. 

After his military service, he sold his aircraft to what later became the Israeli Air Force. 

The talk showed how the Burrough on the Hill area, already 

famous for hunting and high-society gatherings, became an 

unexpected hub of early aviation. Flying added glamour and 

convenience to the lives of these families and linked them to 

major historical events such as the abdication crisis and the 

Second World War. 
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