
 

The Search for Stathern Hall and the Story of Colonel Francis Hacker 

At a recent meeting of the Society, members were treated to a fascinating talk about the ongoing 

search for the lost Stathern Hall and the remarkable story of Colonel Francis Hacker, a controversial 

figure connected with the execution of King Charles I. 

The investigation began in 2019 when local historians were asked to research the history of a house 

at Stathern. During this work they discovered references to a long-lost hall believed to have stood in 

nearby fields. The site is thought to have been the 17th-century home of Colonel Francis Hacker, a 

Parliamentarian officer during the English Civil War. 

Colonel Hacker played a key role in guarding King Charles I during his trial and was responsible for 

carrying out the order for the King’s execution in 1649. Although he did not sign the King’s death 

warrant, he did sign the execution order, which later led to his arrest and execution for treason after 

the monarchy was restored in 1660. 

The speakers described how modern research has helped uncover new details about Hacker’s life, his 

family, and the estates connected with them. By combining archival research, genealogy, and 

archaeological surveys, the team has been able to challenge earlier assumptions and reconstruct 

much of the Hacker family history. This includes discovering previously unknown family connections, 

correcting birth dates, and identifying properties linked to the family. 

The project has also included archaeological investigations of the suspected site of the hall, where 

excavations have revealed structural remains that may be connected to the lost building. Further 

work is planned to continue exploring the site and uncover more evidence about the hall and its 

history. 

Alongside the historical research, the project has helped bring renewed attention to the area’s 

heritage and has even supported local preservation work, including fundraising efforts that helped 

save the tower of Stathern church. 

The talk offered a vivid insight into how local history, archaeology, and family research can combine 

to reveal forgotten stories from the past. Members greatly enjoyed the evening and were left with a 

much deeper understanding of the dramatic history surrounding Colonel Francis Hacker and the 

mystery of Stathern Hall. 

 


