Racism, Violence and Sexism: An Alternative History of American Troops in Leicester During WW2

This talk explored the presence and experiences
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of African American soldiers stationed in and
around Leicester during the Second World War,
examining their impact on the city, the challenges
they faced, and the lasting legacy they left
behind.

African American Gls arrived in Leicester from
1942 as part of the United States Army, which at o W
the time was racially segregated. While LIAM McCARTHY
segregation was enforced on American bases, it
was not recognised by British law or society. As a result, Black soldiers often found greater freedom
and acceptance in Leicester than they had experienced in the United States, where racial
discrimination was widespread.

Local communities generally welcomed African American soldiers, who were remembered as polite
and approachable. They became part of social life in the city, introducing new music, dance, and
culture, and forming relationships with local women. These relationships, however, caused
resentment among some white American soldiers, particularly those from the southern states of the
USA, where segregation was deeply entrenched.

Tensions between Black and white American troops escalated during 1944, leading to several serious
racial disturbances in Leicester. These incidents included violence, rioting, and, in some cases,
fatalities. While such events were recorded in American military archives, they were often minimised
or omitted from British official records at the time.

One significant outcome of this period was the birth of many
mixed-race children, often referred to as “Brown Babies”.
Many grew up without knowing their American fathers, and
some faced stigma in post-war Britain. In later life, many of
these individuals have sought to trace their family histories,
using archives, personal testimony, and DNA technology to
reconnect with relatives in the United States.

The talk highlighted how these events have shaped Leicester’s social history and how their legacy
continues today through families, community groups, and ongoing research. It also reflected on how
wartime policies, racial segregation, and missed opportunities for equality influenced both military
life and wider society.

Overall, the presentation offered an important and sometimes challenging insight into Leicester’s
wartime history, revealing stories of acceptance and conflict, cultural exchange, and the long-term
human impact of global events on a local community.



