
Society Visits: Ickworth House & Gardens and Nostell Priory (2025) 

The Melton Mowbray & District Historical Society enjoyed two wonderful summer outings this year, 

with visits to Ickworth House & Gardens in June and Nostell Priory in July. Both trips offered 

members the chance to step back in time, enjoy beautiful surroundings, and learn more about two 

remarkable historic estates. 

 

Visit to Ickworth House & Gardens (National Trust) 

Tuesday, 10th June 2025 

Our first visit of the summer took us to the impressive 

Ickworth House, one of the most unusual and striking 

country houses in England. Its enormous Rotunda, rising out 

of the Suffolk parkland, made a memorable first impression 

on everyone as we arrived. 

We began with a guided tour of the Rotunda, exploring its grand rooms, sweeping staircase and 

elegant decorative details. The house was created for the Hervey family, whose colourful history is 

woven into every corner of the estate. 

Historical fact: 

Ickworth’s creator, Frederick Hervey, the 4th Earl of Bristol, 

was known as the “Earl-Bishop” because he somehow 

managed to be both a bishop and an aristocrat. His love of 

travel and art collecting shaped the house, which he 

intended as a showcase for his treasures acquired across 

Europe. 

Inside, members enjoyed the impressive collection of fine 

art, silver and Georgian furniture, with works by artists such 

as Gainsborough and Titian. After exploring the interior, there was plenty of time to wander through 

the gardens and parkland. The Italianate gardens looked particularly beautiful in the early summer 

sunshine, and many members took the chance to enjoy the peaceful woodland walks and open views 

shaped by Capability Brown. 

It was a relaxed and enjoyable day, and Ickworth’s unusual architecture proved to be a real talking 

point. 

 

Visit to Nostell Priory (National Trust) 

Saturday, 19th July 2025 

A month later, our summer programme continued 

with a visit to the splendid Nostell Priory, near 



Wakefield. Built on the site of a former medieval priory, Nostell is a fine example of 18th-century 

Palladian design and still feels very much like a lived-in family home. 

Our guided tour offered a fascinating insight into the lives of the Winn family, who have been 

connected with Nostell for more than three centuries. Members were especially drawn to the 

beautifully preserved rooms furnished by the world-famous cabinetmaker Thomas Chippendale. 

Historical fact: 

Nostell contains one of the most complete and original collections of Chippendale furniture 

anywhere in the world, much of it designed specifically for the house. 

Chippendale himself was born just a few miles away in Otley, making this 

an especially significant collection. 

We also enjoyed seeing the house’s art collection, including pieces by 

artists such as Angelica Kauffman. After the tour, members took the 

chance to explore the gardens, lakes and wider parkland, which offered a 

peaceful setting for a stroll and conversation. The estate’s long, layered history — from its medieval 

origins to the Georgian landscape that survives today — made it a particularly absorbing visit. 

 

A Warm and Welcoming Summer of Visits 

Both outings were well attended and much enjoyed. As always, the combination of beautiful 

surroundings, knowledgeable National Trust guides and good company helped make these visits a 

real highlight of our summer calendar. 

We look forward to welcoming members on our forthcoming trips as we continue exploring the 

historic sites, stories and landscapes that shape our region and beyond. 

 


